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WATERBURY - Aiformer Ver-
mont State Hospital patient was
scheduled to be arraigned today
on arson charges for allegedly
starting a fire Tuesday that level-
ed a Waterbury community care
home in which he sometimes liv-
ed.

Gary L. Condrick, 28, of Water-
bury, was taken to the Chittenden
| County Correctional Center in
1 South Burlington pending arraign-
| ‘ment today in Vermont District

4 ‘Court in Barre, Bail was set at

$25,000.

No one was injured inthe blaze,
which authorities say started at
about 1:30 p.m. in a rear barn of
the 131 South Main Streef house,
located in a densely populated
part of Waterbury village.

The, 15 residents of the com-
munity care home, operated by
Rachel Cubit, have been placed in
other group homes by Washington
County Mental Health, Waterbury
Police Chief Wayne Sourdiff said
today.

According to police reports,
Condrick allegedly approached

- Chief Sourdiff, who was directing
traffic near the fire, and told him
he had started the {ire because he
was “mad" at Cubit, )

Condrick had been living on and
off with Cubit, or her daughter,
Pamela Perry, since being releas-
ed from the State Hospital roughly
two years ago, Sourdiff said. Con-
drick was angry with Cubit
because of a disagreement over
the sale-of abicycle, Sourdiff said.

“He had been a patient at the
State Hospital for years and had
been back and forth between
(Cubit’s) and her daughter’s

home,”* Sourdiff said.

Sourdiff said that Condrick .
allegedly “‘crumpled up some
papers and ignited them with a
lighter. There was hay in the barn
ani it caught,” Police” and
firefighters estimate that $80,0600
of damage was done to the house
and barn.

“J¢’'s very fortunate that the
state police . . . were on the scene
so fast to help evacuate people
from the surrounding homes and
to help the fire department put out
the fire,” Sourdiff said. : :

Waterbury Village firefighters
were at the scene of a caraccident.
on 1-89 when thie fire alarm sound-
ed, authorities said. State Police
recruits, who were in & nearby .
classroom on their second day of
instruction, as well as Waterbury
and Middlesex firefighters helped
put out the blaze.

In early July, simple assaull
and lewd and lascivious conduct
charges against Condrick were
dropped by the Washington Coun-
ty State’s Attorney's office after
Judge Alan W. Cook granted an
order of non-hospitalization for
Condrick, according to court
records. -

The order contained a number
of conditions, ihcluding that Con-
drick reside with Perry, take all
prescribed medications, and see
mental health counselors regular-

ly.

The two charges stemmed from
a March 6 incident in which he
allegedly attacked Perry and
another woman at Perry’s home.

According to court records, the
county prosecutor and Condrick’s
attorney agreed on May 12 to a
stipulation that Cendrick was not
competent to stand trial.
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Amm Alleged

K Duxbury man was in custody today pending his arraignment
on an arson charge in connection with a fire that destroyed &
community care home in Waterbury Tuesday. This photo shows
tirefighters trying to bring the blaze under control, No one was

hurt. Story, page 11,
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BARRE -— Judge Alan W. Cook on
ednesday ordered: a Duxbury man
ageused: of setting fire to a Water-
‘bury: building Tuesday to undergo a
psychiatnc e uatzon at the Ver-
monk State Hogpital,

*‘"“Gary“lrevndriekﬁ.x remainedn

Iness and'developtiiental disabilities
that date baek tohis€arly ehildhood.

“We know -from. past experience
that Mr. Londmk is a gentleman
who has ‘a history of emotional
disability and has Leen in the stute

mental health system for the majori-
ty of his litg"" Cook said, ' Therefore,
it.would seem. to me . hds the firsd

reject
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- state custody for Jack of $25,000 bail
after pleading ifnocent to charges of
first-degree arson in connection with
a fire that swept through a South
Main Sirest community care home
Tuesday. No one was injured m the
blaze:
" Condrick, a former Vermom State
‘Hospital patient, was found to bedin-
R onf to stand frial earlier this
en heiwas accused of simple
nd lewd and laseivious con-
ceording to authorities, Con
drie has a Iong m 1 ry of mental il

-order” of Business s a psychiatric

evaluation for bolh competency and
sanity.”
. Competency -and sanity. are two
separate legal terms. Competency is
based on an evaluation of the defen-
denf’s ability to understand the
charges against him or her, the role
of the trial, judge and jury, and fo
assist . his or her attorney in the
preparation.of & defense.

Sanity refers ta the mental state of

He defendent at the time of tr\e of-
fense.
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