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CLOUDE of vaper form as employes of the Bostongas ﬂa..dmin Heuid propane pas from mpmmﬁ tanker on

Interstate 88 near Waterbury. After unsuccesstul attempt to bransfer cargo to tanker at left, the company opened

WATERBURY -~ Homes were
evacuated here and traffic rerouted for
several hours Friday after a semi-tractor-
trailer containing 2.000 gallons of liguid
propane gas went off Interstate 89 and hit
a iedge south of the Waterbury exit.

Brriver of the Bostongas Co. truck, Guy
Daniel, 30, was not injured.

Mor were residents of Stowe and East
Streets, developments adjacent to the
interstate, whe evacuated their homes

Friday afternoon due f0 the potential
LM,

danger of leaking grs.
Police said Dandel, of Grantham, N.H.,.
was heading south when the leff fromt
lire on the truck <ab exploded and the
vehicle went out of control.
The tanker, hauling the gas {rom

Montreal to Boston, swerved to the left
for 250 feel and slid into rock ledges at a
eidl fin the road. The impact punciured
the fank.

Representalives of Bostongas and the
truck owners, who flew from Boston and
Lebanon, NH.. at first atiempted to
transfer the liguid gas to another tanker,
but later opened valves and abiowed the
gas to escape into the atmosphere.

Five miles of interstate {raffic between
Waterbury and Middlesex were rerouted
along U.S. £ until late Friday night.

State police permitted no cars lo come
near the truck.

Mrs, Janice Morse, Waterbury
restdent, sald 20 families went on foot to
olfer homes in the village garly Fridsy

the valves. The escaping gas solidified and formed masses of ice on the interstate. EPheiq by Aime Trahan)

$

aftermonn and refurned.about 7 pom. o
their houses when police found the gas
was dissipating.

Mermibers of the Waterbwy Fire
Department hosed down the infersiate,
which was expected o reopen late
Fridaynight.

Police said the truck, gwned by Capital
Trucking Co. of Complon, -Calil., was
exlevgively demaged, but could ot
estimate the value of (he gas,

Sgt. Laurence Wade of the Monipelier
State Police, investigsting the accident,
sald cooperation was received from the
fire department, lown residents, ihe
Yermont Highway Department and Civil
Defense guthorities,



