TIMES ARGUS

WEDNESDAY - JUNE 09, 1971

Historic Complex R

-

uined

WATERBURY — A centurw
old landmark and a fire truck
-were destroyed and a Goddard
College professor left homeless
in a fire of undetermined origin
at the former Demeritt Canning
.and Clothespin  Factory here.
The loss was set at “$10.000.

According to Waterbury Town
Manager Douglas J. Finlay, the

fire broke edt about 3:45 a.m.,

today, and about an hour later
40 firefighters from the Water-
bury
Center Fire Departments
the flames umdder control.

had

Destroved were two of the five
buildings in the historic com-
plex; a “spare fire truck,”
owned by the Waterbury Center

Village. and Waterbury ~

‘Fire Department, and the per-

sonal belongings of a wrought
iron sculptor, Ted Scuris, a pro-
fessor at Goddard College.

A third bailding in the struc-
ture at Demeritt Place was par-
tially destroyed but two other
buildings and a nearby shop, the
Baill Ski Factory, which is now
closed, were saved by the fire-
fighters.

Finlay said that when he ar-

‘rived, abqut one hour after the

fire broke out, the flames were
shooting 100 to 150 feet high
and silhouetted vehicles and
spectators along Interstate 89.

Owner of the comipiex is the
Waterbury - Industrial Enter-
prises, a partnership of Richard

Waterbury Fire Probed

J. Bessette and John Grenier.

Bessette estimated the loss of
the structures at *'$40,000.” He
said that he is trying to find out
what caused the fire as the
buildings were not operativé and
the tenant, the professor, was
not present when fire broke out.

“I don't know what our plans
are, said Bessette, when asked
about rebuilding, “it was par- .
tially insured.’.

The Demeritt factory closed
its doors about four or five years
ago, according to Finley, who
sald the destruction represents
*“‘more a sentimental loss than
tax loss to many of the resi-
dents in the area.’””

{Continued on page two)
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“I ha;vent any idea what 'im-
pact ‘i will have on the town at
this time,” hé said. . ’

The complex is located on the
northeast side of the fown just
-off South Main Spreet. It is.be-
lieved that the larger structuges
—the ones destroyed -- Wwere
-built around 1880 -or 1890 with
the remaining three structures
built about 50 years later.

Finlay commeénded the fire-
fighters for preventing the fire
from spreading to the other two
structures and the nearby aban-
doned Ball Ski Factory.

He said that there were near-
by homes but nohe were in any
danger. ‘“The firefighters- just
Jet the two buildings burn out
and concentrated their efforts in”
containing the fire - which they
did very well,”” he said.

‘Finlay said that Fire Chief
James Sabin imdicated he
would call for assistance from
the Vermont Siate Iire Mar-
shal's Office in Montpelier to
determine  what caused the
“blaze.

Waterbury Pohce Chief Joseph
Sprano reported that the newly
appointed night officer, Clayton
Wells, 23, was checking out the
doors to various buildings and
wasg at the Anderson Co. when
he spotted a light in the back-
greund,

Sprano said Wells headed to-

~wards Bemeritt’s 31l and when

he arrived the fire ‘‘exploded or
there was a “huge puff.”” Wells
used the radio in the cruiser to
call the Barre City Police De-
partment.

“Ie was going to have Barre
police notify the fire depart-
ment because there is no radio
communications with the fire de-
partment at night, but I was up,
intercepted the call, and tele-
phoned the fire chief,” said
Sprano. At the samé time, Pa-
tralman  Wells rang in the
alarm.

“It really paid to have the
town hire the new officer,” said
Chief Sprano, ‘“‘because of it,
several buifldings were saved
and no one was hurt.

Patrolman Wells started his
"duties a couple of months ago,
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When the fire ’phone for this’

department rang and the chief
heard the name of /the struc-
ture burning, he automatically
thought of the vintage 1942 mod-
el, 750-gallon Ward - LaFrance
pumper his depamment housed
there.

About 20 Waterbury Center
firefighters arrived on the scene
to assist the Waterbury Village
Fire Department and immedi-
ately tried o save the pumper.
. ""We were able to protect the
front of the truck,” said Chief
Thurston, “but we were ham-
pered at getting to the side and,
by the time we did it was too
late.”

The truck, the second ever
purchased by this department
since it was farmed in 1958,
held a lot. of “sentimental va-
lue’ to the men, said the chief.

The first truck was a 1924
Maxim purchased from the
Montpelier Jire Department and
later the 1842 Ward-LaFrance
reflaced the old Maxim. It was
purchased from the Trenton,
N. J., Fire Department,

Serving ' faithfully over the
years, it was recently retired

‘ard replaced by a 1959 Maxim,
-a 1,000-gallon a mimite pump-

er that cost the firefighters $13 -
500 second hamd. When new, it
sold for $25,000.

The department also has a
1370, 2,000-gallon Chevrolet tank-
er which takes up the second of
the two stalls in the fire de-
partment. Because of the lack
of space, the firefighters housed
the 1942 fire truck at Demer
itt’s ‘‘rather than let it sit out-
side.™

“It was msured for fire and
theft," said Chief Thurston, who
noted the truck was valued at
$5.300.

The Waterbury Center Fire
Department is owned by the
fircfighters of the community.
The building was erected by the
firefighters and the Center ap~
propriates money for funding
equipment and insurance for the
building, men and equipment.
The town also pays for the fuel
bill. ' «

“We tried to save it (the old
{ruck) because we did use it for
grass and brush fires,” said the
chief,
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Buildings Burn

In Waterbury

WATERBURY — Two large wooden factory buildings
were destroyed by fire here early Wednesday morning.

The Bureau of Criminal Investigation has been-asked
to investigate the blaze that broke out about 3:30 a.m. in
the two-story structures known as the former Demer-
itt Mill. The buildings were adjacent to a railroad sid-
ing at the east end of the village near several othet
~factories. One of the structures lost in the fire was
built in the 1890s.

Firemen said the buildings had been vacant for the
past five years after housing a canning plant and
clothespin manufacturer.

The buildings were recently purchased by Waterbury
Industries Inc.. owned by Richard Bessett and John
Grenier. The two men said they had hoped to attract a
new industry to the town to occupy the structures.

There was no immediate estimate of the loss. Firemen
said no injuries were reported.




