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-Alrsm Probe s

In State

Arson is-suspected in a fire

last night at the Vermont State
Hospital in Waterbury and state

fire investigators and hospital

staif members are investigating

today. ‘

At 7 last night, 20 Waterbury
firémen, two engines, and an
emergency unit went to the nos-
pital and extinguished a fire in

goveral bales of rags stored ia-

‘the basemeént. of the. hospital's
“10 North” buildbig, Co

There were no injuriég and It
tle, damage was done te the
building. :

Thirty-two mald- patients were
evacuated by the sfaff before
firemen arfived. -

Waterbuy Fire Chief {, (.

. tinued,

rdered

a & '
ospital Fire
Fisher said firemen  found
matches and a jackknife by the
baled rags which were blazing
when firemen arrtved.

Firemen entéred the bullding
with seif-contained air supplies,
and used smoke éjectors io
clear the air fellowing the blaze..

The practice of storing the
ragy, for sale to a Buriingtom
firm, was termed ‘a’ hespilal
tradition of soris,’” by director
Géorge Brooks, He seid it is a3
- grossly un-econoinical”™ practice,
which is likely to be discon-

The investigation, which now

centers on patients with arsen
‘histories, is mot yet completed. -




