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Mass., couple werg. badly: burned
Sunday: morning: when 4 gas heal-|
er exploded in their: room at. the|'
Caravan- Motel on' Middlesex: Rd.
here, ’I’hey were takeu to: Haaton
Hospxtal :

ald: Abbott of 170 Praspect St..-Ash-|
land, - who- were described. by of-
ticials g in their early 305,

At the hospital, Dr. Henri Pache
said their .condition ‘was'.serious
but not. critical, aithough they suf-
fered extenswe surfaca bums over
their entire hodies. L
- ‘The Abbotls were treated at the
xcene by Dr. Charles E.. Harwood

examiner,

Walterbury firemen extlnxulah—
‘ed the. blaze, which burned out
twa roomy of ihe molel, Fotce of
the blast blew out the rear wall
of the unit and fornishings were
deltroyed by lhe flamel.

Mr. and Mrs, Wﬂham .Iorgcnsen
own the’motel,

Jorgensen said Abbolt told him
he had turned on the heater and
then had forgotten to light it,

Mrs, Abbojt reportedly struck a

parently the raom burst inle
flames, 1t happened at-8:30 a.m.
The couple checked Jn at about
10 p.m. Saturday. Jorgensen said
that when he first heard the blast,
he theught nothing of it hecause
there had been considerable blast.
ing for the new highway.

But so0n he heard screams and
people shouting,

xp!oding gas heater destroyed
Mr, and Mrs, Donald ‘Abbott

E Mass Couple:Bt‘tmed in Moretown;
As Mofel Room Heater Explodes

| MORETOWN ', An - Ashiand]

‘Infared ‘were ’\{r, and Mes; Don-'

of Waterbury, reglonal madlcal G

i

H

match to light a cigaretts and ap-{

ed. lrom their badies, . dashed
‘from the hulldln( and iumped
lntn thdr Lar..

) Jorgensen eovered “them wsth
clean sheels while awaiting. a doec-
lof and ambitdances,
An official: said that “had there
been.a pilot.light on theé. heater,”
tllzere would have been no explo-
slon. -
The incident is bemz mveshgat-
ad by the state fire marshal Chcs—
ter M. Kirby,
State police reported lhat the Ab-
botls were en route lo Wingoski
to pick up their iwo daughters,
Lairie, 11, and Linda, 5, who were
visiting the Reginald Allens of 11
eorge St,
" A member of the .Allen family
sald the two gitls probably. wiil
remaln-with them until their par-
tenll*; arq released from {he hospi-

The eausle. theit cinthiae T
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Gas Explodes In Motel Burning Two
‘ e : ' i ot , . A couple who suffered severe
1 burns  after an  acrumubation  of
el | zas oxpladed In their cabin at the
Caravan Molel on the Middlesex
road, are reported as more com-
fortable’ tlus morning at  Henaton
bosgatal,  however  their condition
s reported as stil] serious.
© Mt and Mra, Donald Abbot of
170 Prespect st., Ashland, Mass.,
twho spant the night in unt 5 of
the Caravan Motel stffered first
and second degree burns.. The vou-
ple are in thelr early 30°s.

At the hospital, Dy, Henri Pache!
said thewr cond.tion is serious but
ot érdtical altiough they suffered
extensive surface burng over their
entire todies.  "“They are fairly
cumiortable,” he sald, “amt will
bz hospitalized for ar least two
‘weeks i there are no eamplica-
tions. " ’ '

. They were removed to the bhospi-
tal in (worambulances from the
Perking Co. in Waterhury after
first being ireateg at the seene by
De. Charles E. Hatwood of Waler-
Thury, regicnal medical examiner. :

The Waterhury Fire Department N .
was called o extipglish the re- v 2 - § .
auing hace et haty et | 3AS Explodes
the Interior’ ol twp, roomg in the .
motel, The force of the Blast blew {Contihueq from Page One)
O the entlre vear walls of theiland apparently the rooms burst
-1 unit. The furnishings were destroy-| | into, flames.  He said the couple
ed i the flamoes, checked In af about 10 p. m. Sar
~The motel is owred and oper- urday night. '
dted by Me.and Mrs, ‘Willlam Jor- Jurgenson said that when he first
- génsen who huve run the establish- jheard the blast he thougit nothing
ment far nearly four vears. fof it bocause there hae baen con.

According 1o Jorgenses, Abbot || siderable blasting in the area for
- Psaid te had turned on the heater|l the new highway. Hig first intima.

et 08 land forgot to tight &t Mrs, Abbot b r.on that something  was  wrong

il when e aruck o mateh to light o cigavette[lwas  when he heard serpams
photo),. ' Continued 'on Page Eight) | and people shouting “tire .

According  to Jorgensen, the
ccuple, their clothing completely
burned from theip bodies, dashed
from the building and jumped into
meir car, Mrs. Abbot wag stream-
ing Wi pain althotgh her hus
» band remained comparatively.
calm, . i
Jorgensen said he immediately
n-ox.;sa-red them  with clean  sheels
pending  the arrival of a doctor
amd the ambulances. .

The weidem is leing investigat-
ed by the office of the State fire
marshall, Shestor M., Kiby,
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1Ma if _,:-;-Waa baﬁiy hxzm—
eé. Whm 3 gas .heater exploded in|
Mere&s""n;_ motel & week agao,
: aftmm at H&aﬁw
- The waman, Mrs. He%ezs Ahbett,
:ia; of 170 Prospect St.. Ashland..
was on her &amymm when the}
accident’ oéaurr:&;ﬁaslast’~. o
’;b H‘er m&- i d, 28,

burns over %:"'Qer cent of their‘ |
bodies. They were treated at the|
and . then: j_kea_ te Heatan

a? ta pick up;
by & pre-|
~Laur - and]
; .v_isiting thef
Gém*ga
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-;«W’e m Mr ?m nm med‘
- Sunday alternoon at Heaton -hos-|
pital a8’ the result of burns suffers.!
ed & ‘weelt ‘before at the Caravan’
 Hotel ory Rte, 2 between Mzctdle-‘
9&% ahd W&mmry ;
' Mm %‘r Abtmt 30, of Aﬁ}w
land; M»aaa ., succumbed barns |
jover 90 per cent of her body, after
{a week in the Hospital. .

She and her husband, I:zmala,u
% had stopped at the Mt}!el Sm-
urday night, A stove exploded
Surday mnmmg alter it was be-
Lheved Mr. Abbott had turned it/
jon bt faited 1o light it. Mrs. Ab
x« lit a match to light a cigar

and the explosion followed.

Both she and her husband were
burned: over 90 pev. cent of their|
hodies. His condition remaing cri-
Heal at the haspital today.
~ The couple was enroute to Wi-
nooski to pick up Mrs. Abbott's
wo children by a mvm manr
riage, Ladurie 11 and Linda 3, who
were visiting the Regmaid Allens
m that city.

© Mrs. Helen Ada Abbot was the
c}mtgmer of Frank and Jesske
| (MeMiller) mwglm Besides her
hushand - she is survived by m«)
childten and her mother.

The body was taken last night o
Cook's funeral home in Framing-
ham, Mass., where fwxaf SOTV-
xm*; Wrﬁ b hﬁﬂ
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